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SUBJECT: MEXICAN CANDIDACY FOR CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE 
COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS 

REF: A) GENEVA 1272; B) STATE 43333; C) GENEVA 1374; 

D) MEXICO 1825; E) STATE 51279 

1. CONTACT WITH OUR MISSION IN GENEVA REVEALS IT HAS 
LITTLE AVAILABLE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING THIRD 
COUNTRY CONTACTS WITH MEXICANS IN ORDER TO DISSUADE THEM 
FROM PURSUING THIS CHAIRMANSHIP CANDIDACY. THE BRITISH 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE THERE, IN ADDITION TO SPEAKING 
TO THE MEXICANS. HAS RECOMMENDED TO LONDON AND TO THE 
BRITISH EMBASSY IN MEXICO CITY THAT A FURTHER INFORMAL 
APPROACH BE MADE IN MEXICO CITY TO ASSURE THAT THE 
MEXICANS UNDERSTAND THAT THEIR EFFORT HAS NO CHANCE OF 
SUCCESS. OUR MISSION DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER OR NOT LONDON 
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MAKE THAT APPROACH. 

2. IN ORDER TO FIND OUT NOW WHAT OTHER COUNTRIES HAVE 
DONE, ADDITIONAL TO CONTACTS .ITH THE MEXICAN DELEGATION 
DURING THE CND SESSION, WE WOULD HAVE TO SEND A CIRCULAR 
TELEGRAM ASKING OUR POSTS TO DEVELOP THIS INFORMATION. 

WE SEE SUBSTANTIAL DANGER IN THIS IN THAT IT WOULD GIVE 
THE IMPRESSION THAT THE UNITED STATES IS OUT IN FRONT 
IN A POSITION OF OPPOSITION TO MEXICO. SINCE THIS IS NOT 
TRUE, WE SHOULD AVOID DOING ANYTHING TO LEND CREDENCE 
TO ANY THOUGHT THAT IT WAS. WE ARE NOT, THEREFORE, 

SENDING SUCH A CIRCULAR MESSAGE. 

3. GIVEN MEXICO'S ASPIRATIONS ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
STAGE, IT WOULD APPEAR DOUBTFUL THAT WE COULD SUCCESS- 
FULLY DISSUADE THEM IF THEY ARE OOUND TO GO AHEAD REGARD- 
LESS OF THE CONSEQUENCES. IN THE PRESENT SITUATION IT 
WOULD SEEM BEST, THROUGH SUCH APPROACH AS YOU DEEM 
FEASIBLE, TO (A) MAKE CLEAR TO THEM THAT WE DO NOT 
STAND OUT IN "OPPOSITION" TO THIS MEXICAN ASPIRATION, 

AS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL APPEARED TO THINK IN HIS CONVER- 
SATION WITH THE DEA ADMINISTRATOR RECENTLY IN NE' YORK 
(REF E), AND (B) MAKE SURE THAT THEY ARE CLEAR AS TO 
THE FACTS, I.E., THE LONG ESTABLISHED TRADITION IN THE 
CND GOVERNING THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS, AS DETAILED 
OTHER REFTELS. 

4. IF THE MEXICANS PERSIST, AND A CONTEST DEVELOPS, 

THERE WOULD BE SECRET BALLOTING IN THE CND ELECTION, 
ACCORDING TO US MISSION, GENEVA. INGERSOLL UNQTE KISSINGER 
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